Opening Speech for Defence.
Sir H. Curtis Bennett
have; I have never asked a question in cross-examination about it,
that from the 18th up to the 22nd that poor lady was as near
death as she could be. It is a small point again, but do not
forget it, it has just occurred to me: on the 18th February Dr.
Hincks said he told Major Armstrong that his wife was dying,
yet you are asked to "believe, although he told Major Armstrong
that his wife was dying, that he is poisoning her every day—I do
not know when—nobody suggests when, you have to guess that;
you have to guess how, but it is suggested that he is poisoning her
right up to the 22nd. I put the case for the defence in as clear
a form as it could be put to Sir William Willcos on Saturday,
and what I put to him was this, supposing a person on the 16th
February takes a large dose of arsenic, is it possible for that
person to live for six days; is it possible that person during the
17th, 18th, and perhaps the 19th should suffer from violent vomit-
ing; is it possible that after that violent vomiting it should
gradually become less? Then I said, would that person be able
to retain food at any time up to the end ? Sir William said, and
I have a shorthand note of the cross-examination of Sir William
Willcox, that he would expect that the condition of the stomach
would be such that she would be able to retain but little; he did
not say none. I said, would you expect to find that that person
gradually sank and died without the administration of any further
poison? And, having got so far, I then put, would you expect
to find in such a person, post-mortem, disease of the kidneys?
Yes, Ihe said, it is what you found here. Would you expect to
find the liver with most of the arsenic left in the body in the
liver ?—Yes, it is what you found in this case. Would you expect
to find, and this I put to Dr. Spilsbury, traces of arsenic in such
a case in the intestine and in the csecum? " Yes/' said Dr.
Spilsbury, " I should/* The only point on which they say what
is described by my lord as a supposititious case	
Mr. justice darling—I said that this was a hypothesis, and
so it is.
Sir H. curtis bennett—I thought your lordship said the
word I used.
Mr. justice darling—I know what I said.
Sir H. curtis bennett—You will remember, gentlemen, what
was said; I do not mind what the word was which was used. If
I am wrong in using the word I did I am very sorry.
Mr. justice darling—I thought the other word seemed a sort
of reflection on the person who is putting it—I used a perfectly
neutral w6Yd.
Sir H. curtis bennett—Gentlemen, do not misunderstand
me; I hope my lord does not misunderstand me. If in the course
of a somewhat lengthy dealing with tbis evidence I have used some
expression which was not used by my lord I regret it. The case
which was being put, call it what you like, was a case which
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